Date: January 29, 2008

Subject: Proposed Revisions to the Chinese Major

From: Jay Hobgood

Subcommittee B initially considered the proposal for the revisions to the Chinese major at its meeting on October 11, 2007.  The proposal was returned to the Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures (EALL) with requests for clarification and changes.  A modified proposal was discussed by Subcommittee B at its meeting on November 15, 2007.  After a thorough discussion the subcommittee felt that the Department of EALL had successfully addressed most of the outstanding issues and voted unanimously to approve the revisions with contingencies.  The Department of EALL has addressed those contingencies and the proposal is being moved to the CCI for its consideration.
The principal revisions proposed are:

1.  Add Chinese 505 (China in Chinese Film) to the options that fulfill CatgeoryD:

     (Languages, Literature, and Linguistics).  It offers students a course on how film

     represents issues of Chinese nationhood, national identity and national trauma.  It also

     offers majors exposure to spoken Chinese in a cultural context.

2.  Add Chinese 653 (Classical Literature in Modern Context) to the options that fulfill
     Category D (Languages, Literature and Linguistics).  This course is designed to 

     acquaint majors with works of the classical tradition and the various ways they are 

     used in different regions of the modern Chinese-speaking world.

3.  Add Chinese 615 (China’s Perspectives on Civilization) to the options that fulfill

     Category E (East Asian Thought).  This course introduces Chinese perspectives on

     major issues in Chinese civilization.  It is taught in Chinese, which offers an 

     opportunity for majors to work on their advanced language skills.
4.  Changes to Suggested Electives

     Add the following courses as possible electives:
     Chinese 615 (China’s Perspectives on Chinese Civilization) – if not used to fulfill

          requirement in Category E

     Chinese 755 (Language in China)

     Chinese 770 (Literary Language in Modern Chinese)

     Comparative Studies 678 (Studies in Chinese-American Literature)

     EALL 357 (East Asian Folklore)

     English 263 (Introduction to Film)

     History of Art 576 (The Arts of China)

     History of Art 670 (Buddhist Art: Theory and History)

     History of Art 674 (Buddhist Art of Nepal and Tibet)

     International Studies 439 (China’s Economic Reform and Development)

     Linguistics 602 (Syntactic Theory)

     Political Science 536 (Greater China)

     Political Science 537 (Government and Politics of China)

     Political Science 658 (International Relations of the Far East)

     Replace:
     History of Art 677 with History of Art 677.01 (Pre-Buddhist Art in China) and

          History of Art 677.02 (Buddhist Art in China)

     History of Art 678 with History of Art 678.01 (Chinese Painting to 1368) and

          History of Art 678.02 (Chinese Painting from 1368 to the Present)

     Delete:
     Political Science 635 (Government and Politics of Japan) – not on China

     Sociology 501 – no such course in the Course Bulletin
Note:  The proposed revisions provide additional options for the students, but they do not change the total number of hours required for the major.

The principal foci for discussion and questions were:

1.  Inclusion of Chinese 600 in the proposed revisions since it is already an option to 
     fulfill Category D.  It was subsequently deleted from the proposed revisions (not from

     the major).

2.  The inclusion of Chinese 750 and Chinese 755 in the proposed revisions.  These two

     courses were subsequently deleted from the proposal.

3.  The parenthetical description of EALL H399 as an option “for Honors’ students”, 

     when the accompanying narrative stated that it was open to all students in good 

     standing.  The parenthetical expression was subsequently deleted.

4.  Numerous formatting and other minor issues.
